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Grade 6 Whole Novels 

Text Options: 
Assessed 

Standards 
Description  Essential Questions End of Unit Assessment 

Unit 1: 
 

Changes Over 
Time 

 
 
 

  
 Espe
ranza Rising 

One Crazy 
Summer 

 Hush 
     
Bud, Not 
Buddy 
 
Yolonda’s 
Genius 

RL.6.2 
RL.6.3 
RL.6.5 
W.6.3 
 
 

Students read short stories, 
selections, and possibly a novel-
length narrative text. Throughout the 
study of texts, students will 
determine how the elements of 
narration are interdependent in the 
advancement of theme, character, 
and plot development.  Students will 
specifically focus on how characters 
change and develop over the course 
of texts. Some vocabulary instruction 
is embedded throughout the lessons. 
 
 

How can change present both  
challenges and opportunities for 
individuals? 
 
How can community and/or culture 
influence a character's thoughts, 
words, and actions? 

Narrative –  
 
Students will analyze details in a 
story and explain a theme that is 
developed, as well as, how the 
character changes throughout the 
course of the text.  Then, students will 
compose an imagined phone 
conversation after an analysis of the 
end of the end of the story. 

 
Unit 2: 

 
Facing Fears  & 

Dealing with 
Disasters 

 
 

The Cay 

Hatchet   
  

The Watsons 
Go to 
Birmingham 

Tangerine   
  

Julie of the 
Wolves 

 

 
RI.6.2 
RI.6.3 
RI.6.5 
RI.6.7 
W.6.2 
 

 
In this unit, students read a variety of 
non-fiction texts addressing the 
topics of facing fears and dealing 
with disaster.  They will synthesize 
ideas across texts to develop new 
understanding of themes and topics. 
The PBA for this unit also serves as 
the Grade 6 service learning project.  
Vocabulary instruction is embedded 
throughout the lessons. 
 
 
 

 
What are some ways that people 
are able to face frightening or even 
disastrous situations? 
 
How do we use multiple sources of 
information to develop an 
understanding of a topic or issue? 
 

Research Project and Multimedia 
Presentation -   
 
Students will research a self-selected 
topic on a weather-related emergency 
event and create a Public Service 
Announcement to warn/prepare 
citizens of their community with 
survival tips. This research will 
culminate in a multimedia 
presentation. Students will synthesize 
and integrate information from 
multiple sources to support the ideas 
in their presentations.   
 
Students will compose a reflection on 
the research process to share their 
learning and insight connected to the 
unit’s essential questions.  
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Grade 6 Whole 
Novels 
Text 

Options 

Assessed 
Standards 

Description  Essential Questions End of Unit Assessment 

 
Unit 3: 

 
What Tales Tell 

 
. 
 
 
 

The 
Lightning 
Thief 

   
 G
host 

       
 Yo
londa’s 
Genius 

 
RL6.5 
RL.6.6 
W.6.3 
 

 
Students will read narrative texts in 
order to identify the literary elements 
used in each and to examine how 
these elements work together to create 
the narrative. Many options for text 
choice exist within this unit.  Students 
may read a variety of myths and/or 
other genres such as fairytales, 
legends, and folktales. As part of their 
reading, students will examine the 
narrative elements including setting, 
plot, character, and theme.  
Vocabulary instruction is embedded 
throughout the lessons. 
 

 
How does examining literary elements 
enhance a reader’s understanding of 
narrative text? 
 
How does an understanding of literary 
elements enhance a writer’s ability to 
compose narrative text?  
 
 
 

 
Crossover Narrative - 
 
Students will compose a scene in 
which a character from one of the 
stories read in the unit meets a 
superhero.  The two characters will 
work together to solve a 
problem. Through this narrative 
writing task, students will demonstrate 
effective use of the narrative elements 
and descriptive language.  
 

 
Unit 4: 

 
Making 

Decisions that 
Make a 

Difference 

My Life in 
Dog Years 

       
 Br
own Girl 
Dreaming 

   
 N
o Summit 
Out of 
Sight 

I Will 
Always 
Write Back 

Chasing 
Space 

 
RI.6.6 
RI.6.8 
RI.6.9 
W.6.1 
 
 
 

 
Description:  
Students will read non-fiction texts to 
explore several aspects of decision 
making.  They will discuss how 
decisions can impact themselves and 
others, and they will reflect upon what 
can be learned by examining decisions 
made by others. They will analyze 
texts for the development of the 
author’s purpose and point of view.  
They will trace several arguments and 
determine whether the evidence 
provided is strong support for the 
claim.  Finally, they will learn about 
the choices made in the lives of two 
different authors by reading different 
genres that tell their life stories.  
 

 
How are we impacted by the decisions 
we make? 
 
What can we learn from the decisions 
made by others? 

 
Argumentative Essay – 
 
Students will read a series of quotes to 
determine which quote most closely 
exemplifies the ideas and experiences 
of one of the people read about during 
this schoolyear. (The person could be 
fictional or real.) They will construct 
an argumentative essay defending 
their choice. The essays should 
elaborate on the experiences and 
choices made by the person that are 
supported by ideas within the 
quotation selected.  
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